
Willows Early Years Funding 
 
At Willows, we are registered with the local London Boroughs to receive education funding 
from the term after a child turns three years old until the child starts school (up to the term 
after they turn 5).  
 
Funding is given for term time only ( 38 weeks) however as Willows runs for 51 weeks a year 
for ease  the fully year funding is spread across the full year exact details of which are 
discussed below 
 
As per Willows Terms & Conditions, we do not offer term time only places  
 
There are Two Types of Funding 
Universal Funding (15 hour) 
 
This funding is not means tested and available to all children of the relevant age attending 
the preschool for the required minimum sessions as stated in our Terms & Conditions.  
This funding as offered covers term time only for a maximum 15 hours a week for 38 weeks 
therefore 570 hours a year. To help parents spread childcare fees across the full year. 
 
As Willows is open 51 weeks a year this equates to 47.5 hours of education a month( 0r 
11.17 hours a week).   
 
Extended Funding (additional 15 hours) 
Extended funding is means tested and offers a further 15 hours on top of the Universal 
Funding totalling 30 hours a week and is only available to children attending the setting 
whose parents successfully apply to the HMRC for the additional funding and receive an 
eligibility code.  
This funding covers term time only for a maximum of an additional  15 hours a week for 38 
weeks of the school year as published therefore this extended funding would provide an 
additional 570 hours.  
As Willows is open 51 weeks a year this equates to 47.5 hours of education a month ( or 
11.17 hours a week).   
 
Therefore a parent on extended funding would be entitled to both Universal and Extended 
Funding which is 1,140 hours in total a year, which over the 51 weeks that Willows remains 
open would be equate to 22.35 hours a week  (calculated as 30 hours x 38 weeks / 51 weeks 
= 22.35hrs  ) 
To qualify for this the minimum weekly attendance requires is 3 days. 
 
Willows only offers full day sessions @ 10.5 hrs per day. 
 
Parents will need to apply online with the HMRC and if they qualify, they will receive a code 
that should be passed onto Willows. Please note this code expires every THREE months and 
must therefore be reconfirmed with the HMRC before each parent’s individual cut-off date.  
It is the parent’s responsibility to check that their codes are valid by the termly deadlines for 
application and failure to provide this valid code will result in the nursery not being able to 
access funding for the child. 



 
Terms & Conditions for Both Fundings 
 
Children must attend the setting on headcount day (which is set by local education authority 
each term) to be eligible for the terms funding, this day can vary although usually falls in the 
first week of the second month of the term. 
The children’s monthly fees should be paid as usual by standing order one month in 
advance, for the relevant published monthly session rate less the relevant monthly discount. 
Willows will recognize the free funding entitlement in the monthly bills in advance of 
receiving the funding from the borough at the start of each term, although the actual 
application is made to the Local education authority after headcount day.  As agreed in the 
Funding agreement , should a child leave the setting before headcount day then all funding 
for that term will be withdrawn and the full published fees must be settled. Please note 
funding cannot be transferred to other settings. 
 
What does the funding cover? 
 
Willows offers a holistic approach through the Willows way  covering all aspects of a child's 
development from providing a safe environment both physical and emotional to allow your 
child to flourish. To enable this we provide not only individualized education programmes 
but also provide the tools for your child to maximize their potential in later life this includes 
a nutritional programme that we have worked together with the Early Years Nutrition 
partnership to develop and are one of the few preschools to have  gained an advanced 
badge.  At willows you can be sure that your child will get  healthy and nutritious meals. 
Having a minibus we organize regular trips to new environments to encourage your child's 
curiosity and awe and wonder in the world and also we organize regular shows that develop 
a child's confidence and resilience. All of these traits that will help lifelong learning. These all 
form part of the Willows Way 
 
The funding itself covers the education hours and related supplies only. The funding does 
not cover design, preparation and meals in line with our nutritional programme, other 
supplies such as nappies, sunscreen etc , trips or Music and drama programmes which are 
all important for building a strong foundation for a child to thrive and fundamental to the 
Willows Way. As such we do not want to exclude children for these activities as we believe 
that socialization and inclusion is an important part of development. 
 
In cases where these fees  can not be met please contact us to discuss.  
 

How to obtain funding 
 
Universal 
Willows will automatically register your child for the universal funding for the term that they 
become eligible 
What we will need from the parents will be : 

• A signed Parent Funding Agreement  form 
• Passport or birth certificate if it has not already been provided, witnessed by the 

principal at the setting and  to be sent to office@ willowspreschoool.org.uk 



 
Extended credit 30 hours 
 
You will need to check for eligibility via  
https://www.gov.uk/apply-30-hours-free-childcare 
 
you will need to get a code which we will need to verify. Note 
 A child can not commence in place until this code has been verified 
In addition, as with the universal funding, you will need to also provide 

• A signed Parent Funding agreement form 
• Passport or birth certificate if it has not already been provided, witnessed by the 

principal at the setting and  to be sent to office@ willowspreschoool.org.uk 
 
. 
Please note this code expires every THREE months and must therefore be reconfirmed with 
the HMRC before each parent’s individual cut-off date.  
It is the parent’s responsibility to check that their codes are valid by the termly deadlines for 
application and failure to provide this valid code will result in the nursery not being able to 
access funding for the child. 
 


