
 
  

Wednesday the 1st of July: Reopening Plans 

  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

I write to you to set out the arrangements we have made to open Willows Pre-

School from Wednesday 1st of July. Before I set out these arrangements, I 

think it is worth taking stock of why the government introduced the lockdown in 

the first place. In doing so, I hope it explains the areas where we agree with 

the guidance and areas where we feel the guidance has not been thought 

through. 

It is our understanding that “lockdown” was introduced to stop the rapid 

spread of COV-2 so that the NHS would not be overwhelmed. It was not 

introduced to stop the spread of this virus, but to slow it down. I was always of 

the opinion that a smart lockdown, where vulnerable cohorts were isolated 

and protected would have been a better strategy. 

Are children at risk? 

Children represent a small fraction of confirmed COVID-19 cases — less than 

2% of reported infections in China, Italy and the United States have been in 

people under 18 years old. 

There is a growing body of evidence that suggests children are at lower risk 

and are not responsible for the majority of transmission. However, after 

scouring the literature there are more than enough opinion that disagrees with 

that view. What does seem accepted is that children manifest Covid 19 with 

much milder symptoms. 



Taken together, Willows is taking the view that vulnerable groups should be 

protected from potential transmission from children but life at Willows should 

look as much like it did before shutdown. 

What will Willows Look like? 

Before I set out these arrangements, I would like to take this opportunity to 

thank parents and carers for their understanding and cooperation since we 

had to close. I know that this period has been challenging for many families, in 

particular when you have had to juggle work commitments with managing 

childcare, if you have children with special educational needs or disability, or if 

you are a single parent. 

We are working hard to take the necessary steps to be ready to welcome back 

all children on the 1st of July. One new concept that has emerged in the 

guidance is the idea of a group of children being in a “Bubble”. The idea is that 

these bubbles should not overlap with over bubbles and that adults should 

avoid contact with children not in their bubble. 

Attachments will sent out following this letter outlining how the virus is 

transmitted, as well as the government guidance. Willows is an open plan 

setting where free-flow is at the heart of how we deliver the early years 

curriculum. To this end it seems highly unlikely that the bubble concept will 

work at Willows. 

Which children can attend from the 1st of July? 

From Wednesday the 1st of July, Willows will welcome back all children. For 

the vast majority of children and young people, coronavirus is a mild illness. 

Some categories of children with specific serious health conditions should not 

attend Willows. If you are unsure whether your child should attend the setting 

due to a health condition that they or someone they live with has, please 

contact us so we can discuss the details with you. 

Protective measures we are taking in light of COV-2 (COVID-19) 



First and foremost, it goes without saying that the safety of your child and of 

our staff is our top priority. We are working hard, following the latest 

government guidance, to develop and implement a number of new ways of 

operating. This will allow us to open as safely as possible, focusing on 

measures that will help limit the risk of coronavirus coming into our setting. 

Some of the steps we are taking in readiness for reopening include: 

 Asking that anyone who is displaying coronavirus symptoms, or who lives 

with someone who does, not to attend the setting. That includes children and 

staff who work here. 

 Cleaning our hands more often than usual. We have developed routines to 

ensure children understand when and how to wash their hands, making sure 

they wash them thoroughly for at least 20 seconds using running water and 

soap and dry them thoroughly, or use alcohol hand rub or sanitiser ensuring 

that all parts of the hands are covered. 

 Ensuring our children understand good respiratory hygiene by promoting the 

‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach and ensuring a good supply of tissues and bins 

throughout the setting. 

 Implementing an enhanced cleaning schedule, ensuring surfaces touched by 

children and staff are cleaned regularly and throughout the day, including 

table tops, door handles and play equipment. 

 Asking parents and carers to physically distance from each other and from 

staff when dropping off and collecting their children and to limit drop off and 

collection to one parent or carer per household. 

 Asking children not to bring toys or other items from home to the setting, 

unless this is essential to their health and wellbeing. 

 Parents/Carers that drop off pick up, should not be in a vulnerable group. 

What can parents and carers do to help? 



There are a number of things parents and carers can do to help us make 

these arrangements effective, in addition to the points listed above concerning 

arrival and departure and not bringing toys to the setting. 

1. If your child, or someone in your household has coronavirus symptoms the 

child should self-isolate and should not come to the setting. 

2. Parents need to immediately collect their child if they develop symptoms 

while at the setting. This means all Parents must be contactable. All parents 

will be informed of such an event but other children will not be excluded. The 

same protocol will be followed if a member of staff shows symptoms. 

Testing 

Once early years and childcare providers open to more children, all children 

who are attending a childcare setting will have access to a test if they display 

symptoms of COV-2, and are encouraged to get tested in this scenario. The 

aim is to enable children to get back to Willows, and their parents or carers not 

to need to self-isolate any longer than is necessary, if the test proves to be 

negative. A positive test will ensure rapid action to protect other children and 

staff in their setting. 

We ask all parents and carers to ensure they organise a test for their child, in 

the event that they develop coronavirus symptoms, and notify us immediately 

if they test positive.  

Conclusion 

I hope that this letter has given you the information you need to understand 

what arrangements we have made to enable children to return to us from the 

1st ofJuly. We are looking forward to welcoming your child[ren] back and I 

hope that you are assured that we have taken all possible steps to ensure 

safety for all in our setting. 

If you have any questions or suggestions, please let us know. 

Kind Regards, 



Dr Kevin Rigley (Owner) 

 


